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Our Ubiquitous Red Fox

(During the spring, a red fox was seen so often and
in so many places around Cataumet that he be-
came a local conversation piece. For awhile, "Have
you seen the fox today?” replaced the usual greet-
ings exchanged at the Post Office. The fox wasn't
shy and seemed to appear everywhere-- trotting
through cranberry bogs, across Dimmick's Field,

beside the County Road, around Red Brook Pond,
once pausing for a long quizzical look through a
kitchen storm door at a startled neighbor. Although
Joan Hutton's subject is a silver fox, her poem
captures the childlike feelings of awe and wonder that
welled up in many of us when we chanced upon our

red fox.)
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( THE WILD SILVER FOX
Down among the parsley,
Out beyond the phlox,
| have a secret place to meet
A wild silver fox.

So early on a summer’s day,
When all their eyes are sealed,
| slip from bed without a noise
And pausing by the field,

| repeat some magic words
Like bud and dawn and dew,
To spellbind my excitement
Into coming true—

And then | go along the paths
Where moss conceals the rocks,
Through buttercups and bluebells
Calling ““Fox?" and *‘Fox?"'

| stop and count the graceful wheat,
Unhurried as the air,

When like a second waking up—
The sudden fox is there.

His look is very serious,

And yet his eyes are sweet,
The kind of look you look for
In the people that you meet;

o

And when we sit a formal time,
He half expresses smiles

That people who don’t know him
Call his “‘crafty wiles’".

And sometimes, then, he leads me
Deep among the trees;

He lets me hear the language

A fox will speak to bees.

He shows me where the rabbits go,

The bubbly haunt of frogs,
The copse of firs that hides his lair

Under fallen logs;

He knows all tiny pathways

And every hidden place

Where, whiskery and softly furred,
Each creature leaves his trace.
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He counsels me in ferns and brooks
And where the minnow lies,

In mushroom dells like palaces,
And routes where pheasants rise.

Then, as the sun gets stronger—
The morning almost here—

The fox will double on our tracks
And softly as the deer,

Lead me to the other world,
And when we're at its edge,
He disappears, as foxes do,
When out beyond the hedge—

I find the phlox has opened,
The parsley green and deep,
And the swallows making music
To wake the day from sleep.

And then [ go inside the house
And, putting on both socks,

I whisper to my wide-eyed toys
Of wonder and a fox.

—Joan Hutton

*Reprinted with the author's permission
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Seen our resident fox
lately? Ever? If you have
a good fox story, share
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" the details--the what, ¥
? when and where--with !
: me. I'd appreciate it.
- Reynard
H c/o BCT, Box 203 ;
Cataumet, MA 02534 2
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The above quote was just a blip in Mary
Zepernick's column in the April 7 Cape Cod Times,
a column about Wild Care, the Cape's only wildlife
rehab facility. The duck’s plight was just arandom
example of the sort of problem Wild Carefaces daily.

But there was a lot more to the story: Early on
a spring morning, Maureen and Arthur Forziati set
out to discover the source of the piercing sounds
they'd heard coming from Red Brook Pond during
the night. Their search led them to a frantic ring-
necked duck, a fishhook embedded in its bill, a seg-
ment of filament weighted with lead sinkers en-
tangled in reeds effectively tethering it. The Forzia-
tis freed the ring-neck and delivered it to Wild Care
in Brewster where it was cared for until healed and
ready to return to the wild.

". . .a duck with a fishhook in its bill. . ."

And there's more: When the ring-neck was
returned to Red Brook Pond, it found its mate pa-
tiently waiting. After a bit the pair flew off to the
southwest. Together again.




HELP STEM THE TIDE

A recent Boston Globe headlines, "Growth
Wave Floods Cape, Islands,” pointing out
that between 1980 and 1994, Barnstable
County grew 32.6%, compared with 4.5%
for the rest of the State. A Barnstable town
official said that traffic has risen 100% in
seven years; others fear that the larger,
year-round crowds will "compromise the
character of the Cape.” Meanwhile, the
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report goes on to say, towns are scouring
their municipal ledgers for money to keep
up services but have no funds to purchase
land for open space.

Help us to stem that tide of growth.
Consider each bar of the accompanying
graph a fingerin the dike holding back the
population wave now upon us.

Current Needs

Since our last graph, we have
blackened a bit of a bar: most no-
tably, the 2/95 payment towards
the Red Brook Harbor and the
Dimmick Field easement. We
are, however, past due on an
August increment of $12,000 for
the same purchase.

Also fast upon us is the No-
vember payment of $22,500 for
the Post Office view (of which
$11,250 is committed as a |
matching grant), and, to greet
the first month of 1996, an addi-
tional $15,000 towards Red
Brook Pond.

Stone School 6th Graders Donate $50 to BCT

The 'Dimes for Dirt' Earth Day Campaign conducted as
part of Thomas Fedge's social studies class raised not only
understanding of the Cape's environment, it also raised $501n =1
student contributions for the BCT. The Donation was accepted
for the BCT by Kathleen Jespersen in memory of whose
daughter, Kahlin, the Newsletter page, "Kahlin's Korner,' was

named.
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Donated by: Alfie Glover
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Divine Hors D 'oeuvres
by Fancy Pantry

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porter
Lennart Lindberg

Ted & Robin Worcester
Elsie DeNormandie Jr.
Brenda Baxley

Beverly G. Marlow

Grace Rowe

Raz & Jean Parker
Cataumet Arts Center

Dr. & Mrs. Paul R. Reich
Dieter & Ann Morlock
Alice & Surendra Shah
Martha DeNormandie
Carole Courey

Philip DeNormandie

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Sloane
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mooney
Diana Rowe

Willlam C. Percival

Jay & Susan Lee

Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Field
Christopher & Susan Riley
Leila F. Ostby

M. Engelmann & E. Smith
Rachel & George Mullen
Frances F. Thomas
Elwood & Nancy Eldridge
John & Susan Carpenter
Harry Goff

Charles Birdsey

Pat & Bruce Elmblad
Nancy & Bill Holden

Ted & Wendy Rose
Marjorie Fish

Susan Abbe

Dick & Isabel Yoder

Joy & Dave Jenkins
Harriet W. Schley

W. W. Locke

Armchair Auction Bidder/Donors

Mr. & Mrs. George Jenkins
Joan Mayhew

John Corcoran

Eddie & Ferne Robinson
Mrs. Horace Partridge
William S. Dallmann

Sally Zeghibe

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Brown
Irene Scribner

Robert Birch

Eugenia Lombard

Mr. & Mrs. Edmund F. Bagdonas
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Cobey
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Landry
George & Mary Esther Lombard
Mr. & Mrs. Cyrus Kano
Ruth A. Walters

Matt & Robin Stone
Gordon & Molly Beyer

Kris & Pete Fisher
Mrs.Donald Worley

Mr. Walter Everett
Prudence King

Clem Hutchins

Joan R. Bolton

John Himsworth

Ms. Suzanne Myett

Marie T. Johnson

Don & Allen Mears

Susan Barnes

Richard & Janet Shaw
Nannette & Rudolf Oldenbourg
Marge Fitzpatrick

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Arch
Josephine Perry

Pauline Buttrick

Martha DeNormandie
Chuck & Margaret Mehmel

Flowering Tree

Cataumet Garden Center

Get Out of the Kitchen

Val_ue: $680.00

Created & donated by:
Gary Tabor



Awesome Action at the
Armehair Auction

Armchair Auction Catalogue

Our September Armchair Auction was well
unattended: people didn't come from as far The Bourne Conservation Trust
away as Florida to bid on an unusual range of

prizes. Besides a great deal of fun, and much cordially invites you to enjoy

anticipation, the financial results of the auction an evening at fome
were gratifying. relaxing while '

! perusing
The bottom line was:

? the 1995 BOT

Total Income $11,765. 27 Armchair Auction Catalogue.

Total Expenses 2,665.27 Dress comfortably.

Net Income...a cool...$ 9,100.00 ‘Opena Eott[e.,ofﬁne wine.

Nibble on tasty imported cheese,

And no one had to leave home! nd

Have your checkbook handy!

And the auction winners were:

Item 1 INDIAN DINNER won by Brenda Baxley

Ttemt 2 OWL TABLE won by Chris & Susan Riley

Item 3 CANNONDALE BICYCLE won by Philip DeNormandie
Iem 4 ORIGINAL WATERCOLOR won by Elsie DeNormandie
Item 5 FLOWERING TREE won by Diana Rowe

Item 6 SMILING FISH won by Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Field

Item 7 BABYSITTING won by Jay & Susan Lee

Item 8 MYSTERY PACKAGE won by Lennart Lindberg

Item 9 FIRE THE COOK won by William C. Percival

Item 10 WOODEN BOX won by Beverly Marlow
Item 11 SURPRISE SEAFOOD PACKAGE won by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mooney

Item 12 INTERIOR DESIGN won by Carole Courey
Fem 13 DIVINE HORS D'OEUVRES won by Ted & Robin Worcester
Item 14 GET OUT OF THE KITCHEN won by Marshall Sloane

The Mystery Package turned out to be Raz Parker's famous Party Cruise aboard the good ship
TURMOIL. The Cataumet Fish Surprise Package has yet to be unveiled (unwrapped?), but each
loser got a gift certificate for two lobsters—to quote Peter Fisher, "There are no losers when it comes

to conservation."

Those who bid/donated $100 (or more) and received the video of the natural treasures thriving
on BCT land holdings surely agree with the comments of one recipient:

“(While we lost our bid, our) despair turned to delight when we reviewed Red Brook.
What a fine, tasteful, sensitive and beautiful presentation, with Schubert's "Trout'
supporting the perfect images. We can only say thank you and your technician for a
masterful job."

If you wish to see the positive impact of your contributions to the BCT, this 10-minute tour of
our preserve of nature’s realm will delight you.




"Great foresight on your part!”
exclaimed a North Falmouth
contributor, who also looked
forward to helping out more in

From Connecticut, from
one who has been "enjoy-
ing Red Brook Harbor and
Cataumet for 50 years, "
we are urged to "keep up

the future. the good work."

A Pocasset resident relays
her "joy to read of at the
activities on Red Brook

Pond.”
_ A "small but
It is always sincere ex-
pleasurable-- pression of
along with con- support"
tributions--to
. came from
A T.e).zas res1dela(r.1t receive some North Fal-
anhmpatec'l' taking comments on mouth.
a break to "walk the work we are
thru some of (her)

doing. Here are
some recent ex-
amples:

old stomping
ground” via our
VCR tape of Red
Brook Pond. She
then posed the
question: "When
did it get changed -

from 'Mill Pond'?* 1Good question. Priorto being Mill Pond, Red Brook Pond was known as

"Handy's Pond." The pond was created sometime after 1852, by damming a stream at what is
now Shore Road, to allow for a 10-foot drop (see From Pocasset to Cataumet, published by the
Bourne Historic Commission). Calling all historians: The first one documenting when Red
Brook Pond received that name will receive a free videotape containing a thoughtful presenta-
tion of the Pond, its wildlife occupants, and its changing moods. (Send your response to BCT,
Box 203, Cataumet 02534.)
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John Corcoran, Trustee
Robert Birch, Trustee
Donald Mears, Trustee

Stephen Ballentine, President
fc:: - Walter Everett, Treasurer
Philip DeNormandie, Trustee
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"ON THE BOARDWALK
(but not) IN ATLANTIC CITY"

What high school students do not like to leave
the confines of the classroom for an outdoor
experience?

Through the efforts of the BCT and others,
they can go across from Bourne High School to
the adjoining Broad Swamp Marsh, whose envi-
ronmental wonders can be accessed by a 100-foot
boardwalk: a splendid base for the science stu-
dents to document the life and seasonal changes

of a marsh. BCT Welcomes

The marshland, now owned by the BCT, was [ Junior Group Campers
donated by Carleton Handy in 1990, and the walk- S
way had been in the planning stage since that date. Cataumet Club Junior Group campers were
When a generous donor read of the plan in the again guests of the BCT this past summer.
BCT newsletter--and the need for funding-—-a Throughout the 8-week camp season, campers
$3,500 anonymous gift was forthcoming. The enjoyed the Trust's trails for nature walks, berry
architectural design and construction of the walk- picking and mountain biking. In August Gary
way was provided by volunteers. Tabor gave a talk about BCT efforts to preserve

As one of the students said, "I like going out- open space for recreation and conservation, then
side. Tt makes me want to get more involved, the whole camp spent the rest of the day and all of
especially learning about the environment.” the night on Lawrence Island where counselors set

The walkway, although unique, 1s only one of a good example for campers by leading an inten-
the several nature trails available through BCT sive clean-up effort.

purchases. A trail guide is available upon request.

/__

BCT Mini-Doc

Still available is the Bourne Conservation Trust film
which includes shots of BCT proper:ies--Lawrence
Island, several wooded areas, marshes and fields, and
Red Brook Pond--and glimpses of local bird, animal
and plant life. Copies of the locally-produced 10-
minute VHS cassette are on sale for $18.00 and can be
ordered by calling (508-563-5196) or writing (Box
203, Catument, MA 02534) the BCT.

RED FOX

BCT World-Class Christmas Gift Problem Solver

Yuletide Quandary: What to give to special people
BCT Solution: A contribution in (her/his/their) name to the BCT, a dona-
tion (S,M,L,XL) in the name(s) of problematic people on your Christmas
list, and we will inform (her/him/them) of your kind munificence with an
especially designed world-class card. (To order call or write 3CT.)

Have a World-Class Merry Christmas!




WA hLin'y Yorner

Is dedicated to the memory of I5ahlin
Jespersen, a child full of sunshine and a love of nature, and alsc to all
children for whom we preserve a part of the natural world.

JACK-O'-LANTERNS

Some jack-o'-lanterns are happy, scary,
Spooky, hairy.

Some are big, some are small,

Some are round like a ball.

And some do not have a face at all.
Some have five

Some have four

And some have none at all.

So on Halloween night look for jack-o'-lanterns
That could really put some fright

On Halloween night!

Matthew Geary, age 8, N. Falmouth

Lich Welloze
aqge?

WHY?

I'wish she didn't leave, but she did.
It wasn't her fault, I know.
Why did it have to happen to her?
She did everything right, always, nothing wrong, ever.
She was always so sweet and kind, inside and out.
I think of what life would be like if she was living.
No tears, No thoughts, No memories,
of life without my very best friend.
KAHLIN

by Laura Raymond, age 12, Monument Beach

f
Kahlin's Korner is a regular feature of the Newsletterf
featuring children's articles or drawings. Included
will be activites that are fun and will also help chil-
dren to understand their natural environment. We
hope you will submit ideas for future issues.
(BCT, Box 203, Cataumet, MA 02534)
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Memorial Donations

In memory of F. Marshall Bean In memory of Emil Morlock
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Everett Cambridge Tool & Mfg. Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Kraft Mr. & Mrs. Edward Colomey
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Lacasse Mr. & Mrs. Robert Delano
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Lyons Mr. & Mrs. Robert Martin
Mr. & Mrs.Frederick Schissler Mr. & Mrs. William H. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Morton Spears Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ricci
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Wiggin Mr. & Mrs. William Ricci
In memory of Thomas Curtis In memory of Bob Guild
Mr. & Mrs. John Carpenter Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mears
Mrs. Gertrude P. Fulton Mrs. Doris Oberbeck
Mr. & Mrs. William Kerrigan Mr. & Mrs. Edward Robinson
Helen Chin Schlichte
xr. CeMTS. RalPh Ihompsen In memory of Gerald Dubuque
1. & Mrs. Orrin Wood, Jr. )
Mrs. Donald Worley Nichalas Assat
Cataumet Club
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Downey
In memory of Aili Dineen Mr. & Mrs. Howard Etter
Marguerite Chandler Mr. & Mrs. George Lombard

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Everett
Mrs. Madeline Woodruff

Happy 75th Birthday Samuel K. Stewart
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Reich

Happy 90th Birthday Kay Laurie
Mrs. Charlotte Troutwine Braun
Rev. Christina G. Laurie
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Seaver

Happy Birthday Pauline Buttrick
Edythe & Louis Kraft

Happy 85th Birthday Carlton Buttrick
Edythe & Louis Kraft

For the kindness of Steve Ballentine
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Brooks

Happy Retirement to Sallie Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fedge

In appreciation to Raz Parker for his "sea stories”
First Congregational Church of Falmouth
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Memorial Donations

In memory of the daughter of Holly & Kitty Rand
Mr. & Mrs Louis Kraft
In memory of Mrs. Elma Alvey
Mrs. Nicholas Williamson
In memory of George & Elsie Ballentine, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Ballentine
In memory of Russell Blood
Helen Chin Schlichte
In memory of Anna Boardman
The Ballentine Family
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porter
In memory of John H Bolton, Jr,
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Fisher
In memory of Eugene I. Dyche
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porter
In memory of Sylvia Fish
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Myers
Helen Chin Schlichte
In memory Helen Freeman
Helen Chin Schlichte
In memory of Charles Fuller
Mrs. Charles Fuller
In memory of the Handy Family
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Amend
In memory of Clare & William Hern
Mr. & Mrs. Morton Myerson
In memory of Kahlin Jespersen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Burke Walsh
In memory of Bradford Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Johnson
In memory of Robert Sanborn Kitchel, Jr.
Elizabeth Lindtner
In memory of Warren Knowlton
Dr. T. Stephen Jones
In memory of Robert Laurell
Ms. Wendy Laurell
In memory of George Loveridge
Mrs. Ruth Walters
In memory of Grace Mann
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porier
In memory of Robert Mason
Marguerite Chandler
In memory of John H. McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porter
In memory of Eleanor Mears
Mr. & Mrs. Dieter Morlock
In memory of James Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Ballentine
In memory of Madelina Montuori
Mr. Patrick J. Montuori
In memory of Evelyn Moore
Helen Chin Schlichte
In memory of James C. Mullan
Margaret Mullan

In memory of Sterling Myrick
Priscilla Myrick Diamond
In memory of Taber B. Perry
Camilla Nevius
In memory of William Rackemann
Mr. & Mrs. Hildreth Clark
In memory of George E. Rose
Priscilla L. Rose
In memory of Sally Sargent
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porter
In memory of C. Oscar Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer J. Porter
In memory of Jeff Spencer
Ms. Deborah Laurie
In memory of Frances E. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Duval
In memory of Anna Walden
Jane Ann Willis
In memory of Marvin Weaver
Catherine C. Weaver
In memory of Philip Wiggin
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Lacasse
In memory of Dorothy Winsor
John Winsor




SLY IS THE WORD

Some people are busy--

As busy as bees--

And others are quiet as mice;
Or eager as beavers,

Or crazy as loons,

Or happy as larks--which is nice.
Some people are stubborn--
As stubborn as mules--

And others dumb as an ox;
But never was anyone,
Anywhere, anytime

Nearly as sly as a fox.

--Richard Shaw
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